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CNC NEWS CORK
217,858 additional Medical Cards and GP visit
cards in circulation since 2011
The findings of a recent HSE Report has shown that 217,858 additional medical cards and GP visit cards are in circulation since 2011. Currently,
43% of the population have access to free GP care. The amount of Medical Cards and GP cards in circulation since 2011 has increased by
12.56%. This is indicative of the Government’s continued commitment to Health in this country.
Date

Medical Cards

GP Visit Cards

Total

1 January 2011

1,615,809

117,423

1,733,232

1 March 2014

1,826,578

124,512

1,951,090

Difference

210,769

7,089

217,858

Over 23,000 medical cards/GP visit cards
issued on a discretionary basis in 2013
23,000 discretionary medical cards and GP
cards were issued in 2013. The discretionary
medical card scheme continues to
operate so that those who are in genuine
financial hardship as a result of expenses
related to a disease or illness receive the
benefit of a medical card. In contrast to
discretionary cards, Medical Card or GP
visit card eligibility cannot be granted on
the basis of a person’s illness or disease.
There have been no changes to the rules
in place for awarding medical cards on a
discretionary basis The processing of medical cards at a national level, as opposed to at
a local level as was the case before mid-2011, ensures that all people are assessed in a
similar and fair manner when applying for a medical card. The HSE is continuing to assess
and issue medical cards where discretion has been invoked to people to avoid undue
hardship where:
»»

a person exceeds the income guidelines;

»»

a person, in emergency circumstances, is in urgent need of medical care that they
cannot afford; or,

»»

a person has a terminal illness.

Crucially, these guidelines ensure that those who drastically need a discretionary medical/GP
card may be able to attain a medical card despite surpassing the income guidelines.
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Action Plan for
Jobs is working,
which is good
news for Ireland
and for Cork
OECD gives
Action Plan for
Jobs the seal of
approval
A review of the Action Plan for Jobs
(APJ) by the OECD has concluded
that the plan is working, while
recommending adjustments in the
future to maximise its potential. The
OECD is the globe’s foremost policy
think-tank.
More than 60,000 new jobs were
created last year and Ireland now has
the fastest employment growth rate
in the OECD.
SEE TABLE
ON PAGE 2

Company Name

Sector

Jobs

BioMarin
Manufacturing
Ireland

biopharmaceuticals

40

Unemployment Figures in
the South/West
58000
57000

Tyco

multinational fire
and security

500

Global review

digital research
company

30

57,474

56000
55000
54000

53,305

53000

Westbourne IT
Global Services

IT support

Hedgeserv

hedge fund
administrator

150

VCE

cloud computing

150

Arts Alliance Media
(AAM)

digital cinema
services

50

52000
50000
49000
48000

20

51,806

51000

Mar 13

Feb 14

Mar 14

Chart demonstrates the falling level of unemployment in Ireland South
West between March 2013 and March 2014.

Recent Job Announcements in Cork
In 2011 this Government came to office after 300,000 job losses in the previous 3 years. We pledged to make job-creation our top-priority.
The unemployment rate nationally has fallen from 15.1% to 11.8% and in the South West (Cork/Kerry), the unemployment rate has fallen
from 57,474 to 51,806. Last year alone, 61,000 jobs were created across the country. We are still maintaining our spend on Social Welfare
at almost 4 million per week, ensuring that our unemployed citizens are catered for. The plan for jobs is working, we’re on the right road but
there is still more to do, and the Government will not shirk from its responsibilities.

Recent Investments and Improvements in Cork
Health Services
Capital Developments
Cork University Hospital - 2013
»»

»»

»»

Theatre Complex provided for a dedicated Emergency Theatre and a 2nd Trauma
Theatre. The build programme was completed in April 2013 at a cost of €1.2m. In
addition a Gynaecology theatre to provide additional capacity for Gynaecological surgery
services was commissioned and became operational.
Acute Medical Assessment Unit – Phased delivery of the AMAU was completed with
the opening of a 12 bay day assessment facility. The 3rd Phase and the transfer of
the Endoscopy service to the Out Patients Department are being progressed in 2014
which will provide enhanced facilities for the
assessment unit.
The Acute Inpatient Unit for Mental Health services to replace the existing South Lee Acute Inpatient Unit commenced construction in April
2013, cost €16m, it is envisaged that this project will take approx 16 months to construct. The Mental Health Commission Report 2005
advised that the Acute Mental Health service required a purpose-built admission unit to be located on the CUH campus. The project will
provide a new 50 bed Mental Health unit to replace the existing on-site Mental Health unit. The proposed development consists of an 18
bed Female ward, 18 bed Male ward, 8 bed Older Person ward, 6 bed Assessment ward, 140 space underground car-park, and facilities
for Mental Health Tribunals and associated staff support spaces.

Mercy University Hospital - 2013
»»
»»

»»
»»
»»

Opening of new CT Suites & Radio- pharmacy facility cost €2.15m.
Development of Chronic Obstruction Pulmonary Disease Unit (COPD), this service
is in line with the programme to implement the clinical programme for COPD. A
new COPD area in the hospital was been put in place to accommodate a patient
consultation and office area by converting two existing offices. This enables a fast track
consultation service to be offered to suitable patients on referral Monday – Friday. The
cost was €15,579.
Upgrade of power supply to the hospital cost €1.325m.
Renovation of mortuary costs incurred €127,000.
Upgrade of wards accommodations, cost €400,000.
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€470 MILLION FOR SCHOOL
BUILDING PROGRAMME IN 2014
Cork schools to receive funding for building improvements –
Summer Works Scheme is good for schools and good for jobs
I recently welcomed the announcement that 12 schools in Cork North Central are to receive funding under the 2014 Summer
Works Scheme. The €36 million Department of Education and Science scheme provides for building maintenance and
improvement works in 386 schools across every county in Ireland.
Upper Glanmire N S
Scoil Naomh Micheal, Upper
Glanmire, Whites Cross, Co Cork.
Glounthaune Mixed N.S.
Glounthaune, Co.Cork.
Scoil Naomh Mhuire
N Mhuire An Oileain,
Bishop Street, Cork.

Dripsey N S
Dripsey, Co Cork.

St Vincents Convent N S
St Marys Road, Cork.

Scoil Oilibheir
Ballincollie Road, Ballyvolane, Cork.

S N Mhuire
Rath Peacain, Blackpool,
Co Cork.

Scoil Padre Pio N S
Churchfield, Cork City.

North Presentation Primary School
Gerald Griffin Street, Cork City.

St Lukes Mxd N S
Mahonys Ave, Cork.

Glanmire Community College
Glanmire, Co. Cork.

S N Cill Ruadhain
Glanmire, Co Cork.

The scheme is used by schools to improve
and upgrade existing school buildings. The
first round of funding will allow schools to
carry out small and medium scale building
works across three categories of projects Gas, Electrical & Mechanical. From the 12
schools across Cork North Central that are to

Senator Colm Burke and Damian Boylan at
Dripsey School; one of the schools to receive
funding under the Summer Work Scheme.

receive funding from the scheme, students
are to benefit from the works carried out.
This scheme is also good for job creation,
supporting 2,160 direct and 430 indirect
local construction jobs across the country.
In total almost €470 million will be
spent on school building infrastructure

Bernard Allen, Lyndsey Clarke and
Senator Colm Burke at Scoil Iosagáin

this year under the school building
and modernisation programme. It is
crucial that we continue to maintain
and modernise our school buildings.
Our children deserve the best possible
environment
in
which
to
learn
and flourish.

Cllr Joe O’Callaghan outside Terence MacSwiney
Community College, building of the new Hollyhill
Library has commenced on the grounds of the
school, this received €4.5 million in funding.

15 year wait
for funding is
over for Scoil
Iosagáin

Young Knocknaheeney Programme

Building has commenced on the extension
and refurbishment works for Scoil Iosagain,
Farranree. €1.3 million was granted to Scoil
Iosagáin as part of a stimulus package by
the Department of Education and Skills.
The development of the school comprises
of two new classrooms and a general
purpose hall.

Funding of up to €1.8 million will be
granted to the Northside Community Health
Initiative for the YoungKnocknaheeney
programme.

Knocknaheeney was selected to enter the
design stage of the Area Based Childhood
(ABC) Programme 2013-2016 in line
with a key programme for Government
commitment.

The ABC programme represents an
unprecedented
investment
in
early
intervention; in communities and in
children. The ABC programme will targets
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additional investment in evidence-based
early interventions to improve the long-term
outcomes for children and families living in
areas of disadvantage.
However supporting children, also means
supporting parents’ and supporting
parenting; The ABC programme will include
parenting programmes which already have
shown a positive impact in supporting parent
to tackle the early onset of behavioural and
emotional problems among children as well
as reducing parental stress and improving
parental wellbeing.

Measures to alleviate social housing shortage in Cork
162 empty houses to be renovated in Cork
The Government have announced a €15 million national investment in social housing. This measure will make
162 vacant houses available for use in Cork.
There is a housing shortage across the country. Families in Cork are in need of homes. This significant investment
will make a huge difference to people in the area. This investment will not only benefit the individual families
who are allocated a new property but it will enhance the community. It is good news for builders and good
news for small businesses.
This €15 million national investment is just one of a number of measures being introduced by the Government
to deal with public housing issues. €68 million will be invested nationally to build 449 new homes for families
and €30 million will be spent in 2014 to upgrade the energy efficiency of the least well insulated local
authority homes.

Councillor Patricia Gosch, member of the
Housing Committee on Cork City Council.

EU NEWS – YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
The Commission has proposed a Recommendation on a Quality Framework
for Traineeships. This is designed to enable trainees to acquire high quality
experience under safe and fair conditions and to increase their chances
of finding a good quality job. It is being proposed in the context of the
Youth Guarantee.
The Youth Guarantee aims to ensure that all young people up to the age of
25 years receive a good quality offer of:
•
Employment
•
Continued Education
•
An apprenticeship or
•
A traineeship
Within four months of becoming unemployed or leaving formal education.
The guarantee of an offer of training, education or work experience for those
ages 18 – 24 years after a four – month period will be implemented on a
phased basis starting in 2014. It will start at different times in different parts
of the country.

Senator Deirdre Clune, Spokesperson for Enterprise, Jobs and
Innovation, discussing the Youth Guarantee with young voters.
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